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To know what we want to be when we 
grow up�

� Protect the Environment
� Our ecosystems are all linked

� Connect the Community
� Improve mobility to link us all

� Economic Development
� We compete globally as a region

Why a Regional VISION?
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The Future Will Not Be Like 
the Past
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National Trends

� Demographics are shifting

� Labor shortages are approaching

� Energy costs are rising

The Future Will Not Be Like
the Past
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� The U.S. is the only developed country to 
be in the top ten countries in growth 
through the year 2050

� The U.S. will have more population growth 
by 2050 than China
� 33% U.S. vs. 6% China
� 97 million U.S. vs. 76 million China

� U.S. population is forecast to be over 400 
million by 2050

U.S. Population Facts
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� Americans are growing older
� Household sizes are growing smaller 

� The vast majority of new households won�t 
have children

� Two-parent families are on the decline

� 70% to 80% of growth will go into 10 
�mega-regions�

Summary of Demographic Shifts
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Household TypeHousehold Type ShareShare
With ChildrenWith Children 12%12%

Without ChildrenWithout Children 88%88%
SingleSingle--PersonPerson 34%34%

SourceSource: Adapted and extrapolated by Chris Nelson from Martha Farnswort: Adapted and extrapolated by Chris Nelson from Martha Farnsworth h 
Riche, Riche, How Changes in the Nation’s Age and Household Structure Will How Changes in the Nation’s Age and Household Structure Will 
Reshape Housing Demand in the 21st CenturyReshape Housing Demand in the 21st Century, HUD (2003)., HUD (2003).

Growth in Households Without Kids
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Megapolitan Regions
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� As we approach the end of the baby boom 
we are facing a labor shortage.

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

(in
 m

ill
io

ns
)

�����������	
�����
�������	��	
�����������

��
��	
��������������
����������
�����

Source: TIP Strategies; US Bureau Labor Statistics; US Census Bureau

Approaching Labor Shortages

� Regions will 
compete for 
economic 
migrants to fill 
jobs.
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Rising Energy Costs

� How will $4 gas 
change the way we 
live, work, and play?

� What about $5, $7, or 
more? 
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Strong forces will put a premium on:
1. Energy Efficient, Sustainable Cities
2. Shorter Trips
3. Effective Transit
4. Great Livability
5. More Options for Travel, Housing and Work

Making the Region Attractive
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Regions Will Compete to be 
Great Places to Live and Work


